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Wok 2 T iv. 2 8 
7 have bs vht a good Fight, I have fed = 


my Courſe, 
forth Here 1s laid u 1 


Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righte- 


bus "Fudge ſhall ive me at that Day; 2 Li 


not to me only, but unto 4 them a that 
love his Appear Mg. 


= — F=7E| NE would thiok theſe Words 
ere too great to have been 


- World, they rather ſound like 
PET the triump ant Songs of the 
V Saints in Glory; Who is able 
while on this ſide Heaven, I have woes 


to lay, 
4 e Fight, T have finiſhed F. Courſe ? 
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I have kept the Faith. Hence- 


or me a Crown of 
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Br here we [ee the Excellency of th 


Grace 
of Faith in its Nature and Working; it is the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen, and the Sub- 
ſtance of Things hoped for; it is able to poſſeſs. 
its Object by Anticipation, and begin an 'Hea- 
ven upon Earth. = a 
WuXEx the Grace of Faith draws near to its 
Conſummation, it uſually partakes more and 
more of the Nature of Viſha and Enjoyment, 
efpecially- where it has been duly improved 
and: kept in lively Exerciſe. 5 
Fus bleſſed Apoſtle Paw! tells-nsrelfawhere; 
Coy. XII. 1. he remembred a Time When he 
ſaw and heard Things ſo inexpreſſibly heaven- 
ly and divine, that he knew not whether be was 
in the Body or out of the Body; if at that Time 
he had broken forth into ſuch holy Exultations 
as we have inthe Text, we ſhould not ſo much 
have wondered at it. a robe” 
Bur to ſpeak theſe Things, when he knew 
be had not yet attained, neither was already 
fleck, when he had Sufferings and Death 
* him, and in his View great Sufferings 
and a cruel Death; this was a wonderful In- 
ſtance of the Strength of his Faith, and of the 
extraordinary Manifeſtations of God to bis 
Ix was the Apoſtle's declared earneſt De- 
fire that he might be conformed to the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, both in Life and Death; and as an 
Inſtance of that Conformity, when he was ready 
to be offered up, and the Time of his Departure was 
at hand, when he was 10 be made à Sacrifice, 
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MWM. Joun'Stowrr. > 3 
not to atone divine Juſtice,” but to confirm di- 
vine Truth, he begins his Song of Victory here, 
I have fought a good Fight; thus did his Lord 
and Maſter before him, John xvii. 4. I have 
glorified thee on Earth, I have finiſhed: the Work i 
thou gaveſt me to do, and nom, O Father, glorify i 
thou me with thy own Self, 6 | 
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Ax indeed, when the Buſineſs of Life is 
well done, the Trial of Death is in a manner 
over; they that have nothing to do but to 
die, will not find dying Work ſo hard when it 

comes, as it appears to be at a Diſtance, the Ki 
Sting of Death is gone, and the Victory falls 
to the Chriſtian's Share. Let us but come 
well to Death, and we need not fear but that 
we ſhall go well through it: It is Chriſt's i 
Work to open the Door and to Jet the Soul 
into the unſeen World; and if we do not for- 
fake him while we live, there's no Danger of 
his leaving us when we come to die; and if 
- Chriſt be with us and for us, then Death will 
not be Labour or Loſs, but Reſt and Gain 
0: US-- +) ++ 1 
Ab therefore, tho? there is ſomething ex- 
traordinary, there was nothing extravagant in 
the Apoſtle's Joy and Triumph, he had good 
Reaſon, and the beſt Precedent for it; but if 
a Chriſtian by the Strength of Faith and Senſe 
of the Love of God, be able thus to rejoice: 
when he ſtands upon the utmoſt Confines of 
this World, how unſpeakable and full of Glory 
will his Joy be, when he is ſafe landed in Hea- 
ven? then he is joined to the victorious _— 
B 2 that 


15 4 ere ee 5 | 
chat are repreſented- in Rev. xy. 3% as ſtanding 
on the other Shore of the that Sea, having 
the Harps. of God in their lends, _ Jnging : 
| the Song of Moſes and the Lamb. 

I 4a perſuaded, there are none in oo A 
ſembly but who believe this to be the preſent 
Happineſs of that faithful Servant of God, who 
is now taken from the Head of - » ip 6p 
gation, He has, fought the good Fight, he bas 
 finiſh'd his Courſe, he has how the Fac, he has 
reached the Mark, he has won the Prize, and 
laid hold of eternal Life; it is meet we ſhould 
think ſo of him, it would be Injuſtice to him, as 
well as Uncharitableneſs in any of us to queſtion 
it; God ſealed him with the holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe before he died, and gave him the Earneſt 
of his Inheritance, before he had the Poſſeſſion 


of it; he finiſhed his Courſe with Foy, and the Mi= | 
miſty he received of the Lord Jeſus, having reſtified 8 6 


the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 

II wouldbe injurious to Mr. Shower's Friends 
and Hearers, to ſuppoſe that they need to be 
told how great a Mercy they had in him, and 
bow great a Loſs they have now of him; they 
loved his Miniſtry while they enjoyed it, and 
have done him double Honour, both in 
Life and Death, that double Honour that is 
due to one that jaboured ſo much and ſo well 

in the Word and Doctrine. 

Iuxx have ſignally declared their Eſtimati- 
on of him, and they do declare it; Mr. Shower. | 
will, not, cannot be eaſily forgotten by this 
Congregation : Iam ſenſible you need not have 
Sorts. ; your 
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ly opened already; may the God of Grace 
LA Comfort —1 the Streams into the right 
Channel, and keep them within due Bounds, 
and ſanctify them to you, that your Hearts 


may be made better by the Sadneſs of your 


Countenances this Day, that this afflicting 


Providence may be an inſtructive Ordinance 


ro. you, 20d to u I. 
Ap yet methinks we cannot, we ought 
not to part with dear Mr. Shower, without 


dropping ſome Tears over his Grave, that ten- 


der, affeQionate, lively Miniſter, that has ſhed 
ſo many Tears in this Pulpit, over the Souls 


of his People, in preaching to them, in pray= | 


ing for them, and in ſetting forth a Crucified 
Saviour before them; and not in this Pulpit 
only, but in almoſt all our Aſſemblies in and 
about the City of London, for above five or fix 


and Thirty Years together. 
 SuxeLY ſome Tribute of affectionate Sor- 


row, more thay common, is due to the Me- 


mory of One, who for ſo many Years, both in 


Preaching and Living, had the Felicity to 


pleaſe as many, and diſpleaſe as few, as any 
One that ever lived in this great and populous 


City, where Tempers and Sentiments are ſo | 


different and ſo variable; that happy Man 
that in his Maſter's Work, was all Life and Spi. 
nit; in common Converſation, all Milaneſs and un- 
Fn ages Pg 
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you  Paſfions- artfully wronght up, nor your 


Declamations, the Flood gates are ſufficient- - 
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| 6 A FUnNBRAL-SERMON for : 


_ Hz is dead, we: miſs him, we: motirn ſor 
him 3. Our Hands gre weak this Day, here is | 


another ſad Breach made upon us; it is but a 
Lear and a few Days ſince excellent Mr. Henry 
was taken away from us, and now Mr. Shower 


tif bleeding, and our broken Fence not yet 
made up; God is going to contend with us. 


is gone after him, while our former Wounds are 


Mr. Henry and Mr. Showers: had kept up a 
long and intimate Friendſhip and Correſpons 
dence with each other, like Saul and Jonathan, 
they were pleaſant in their Lives, and in their 
Deaths they were not much divided; and conſider 


them in the Gifts and Graces of their Miniſte- 


rial Warfare, they were ſwifter than Eagles, 
they were ſtronger than Lyons : Weep for them 

then, ye Daughters of Feraſalem, they loved 
your Souls, and longed for your Eternal Wel- 
fare ; nay, rather weep for yourſelves, and for 
the Churches of Chriſt in the Land, God is 


taking away your Miniſters, and Mea are pul- 


ling down your Meeting-Houſes; ſurely ſuch 
Providences tell us, that notwithſtandipg all 


that God has done for us, His Anger is not 


turned away, but His Hand is ſtretched out 
ſtill. „ TONES e,, 
Tux are gone, they are ſafely houſed be- 
fore the Storm comes; they ſeem to look 
down on us, and tell us they have fought the 
good Fight, their Trials are all over, but that 
we who are left behind have need to be watch 
ful and faithful, for an Hour of Temptation ſeems 
to be coming very ipeedily upon us. : . 

12 IN 


Mr. Jo SU w n. 
. hs Text and Context, there are 1 8 
Things obſervable: © 

1. 1 HE State and Situation the Apoſtle was 
in when he expreſſed himfelf with ſo much Þ} 
Joy and Triumph; this you will fee in the 
Verſe foregoing, I am nom ready to be offered, 1 
and the Time of "my Departure is at Hand, d 
rele-, L am anointed for the Sacrifice. Whe- 
ther the Time of the Apoſtles Sufferings and 
Martyrdom was as near as he apprehended it 
to be, is not certain, nor is it very material; 
it is ſufficient that he looked upon it as very i 
near, juſt at Hand; and tho“ ſome learned 
Men .chink he lived nine or ten Years after 
this, yet there are others that may be as learn- 
ed as they, think this was the laſt Epiſtle that 
Paul wrote, and that it was but a very little 
while before his 'Death, and that he ſaw the 
Prepararions that were making at Rome for his 
Martyrdom, and was alſo warned of God that 
it would be very ſpeedily. 

2. THE Views which the Apoſtle had from 
this Situation; when Perſons look Death in the 
Face, they ſee. it is time to look about them; 
when they ſtand upon the Confines of 'both i 
Worlds, they have a large Proſpect; and If 
happy are they, that from ſuch a Situation 
have ſuch a pleaſant Proſpect as the Apoſtle \ 
Paul had; for, = 

1. Hs. could look back with Comfort; and 
with a good Conſcience upon his paſt Life and 
Miniſtry in the World he was leaving ; ; I have 
fought the good Fight. And, 


2. He 


8 A FUNERALSERMON ſor 
2. Hs could look forward with)Confidence. 
and holy Joy, to the Honout and Happineſs 

that waited for him in the World to which 
B'ERHOL D the pleaſant: Proſpect the Apoſtle 

Worlds, afid look 1hto both of them with Coms 
fort and Confidence. of fats a 
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| 

| repreſent it as 4 fearful Thing to be doubtful- 

| ly hovering between both Worlds, ſo às ſcarce- 

ly to be either in the one or in the other, almoſt 

| outof the ſeen World, and yet not entered into 
the unſeen World, juſt launching into the 
Ocean of Eternity, and not certainly knowing 

| Whether one ſhall. fink or ſwim, be ſaved. or 

| loſt for ever; it requires great Chriſtian For- 
titude and Firmneſs of Mind, to be able to 
| fay, (as I once heard a young Miniſter when 
dying) (a) 1 ſtand upon the Brink of one World, 
| and look into another without Amazement, - 
Ius State, how aweful' ſoever it is, we 
| ſhall all find ourſelves in very ſhortly, in a 
dying State, upon the Confines of Time and 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Eternity, and we ſhould be often thinking 
with ourſelves, what Proſpect we are then 
like to have; whether we can look back up- 
on the World that we are leaving, and the 
| Life that we are finiſhing, with Comfort and 
Satisfaction. | e hve I 
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(a) Mr. Wilſon of Warwick, xk. \ N 
2 H 6% AN 


. 
' Axv whether we ſhall be able to 80k for- 
watd into the World dock which we ate en⸗ 
tring with Hope an h ly; Contidegce, 
ther we cat dare to die; bid/Farewet to Time, 
ind Weledne to en pete Eee 
Wonps are Wanting to expreſs the Miſery 
of thoſe that in fuch a Foftire, look back aud 
ſee nothing bur Sin and Guilt purſuing them; 
and look forward and ſee nothing but endte1 
Torments Waiting for them... 
Bor they are happy beyond all-Exprefion, 
that have thé Apoſtle's Views at ſuch à time. 
His cothfortable Retroſpett ; 1 bv? fought 4 
good Fight; I hdveè finjfbed my Courſt, I have kehr 
Ax lis delightful Profpect; Hencefortb chere 
 #s laid up for me 4 Crown of , Righteouſheſs, which 
the Lord the Righteous Judge fall give me dt that 
Day; and not to me only, but unto all them alſo 
that love hit pg. 
| 17 vs 8: it rs Py focal o 3 LET Be RAG £6) f 
. © Ano theſe now will be the two general 
Heads of my Diſcourſe unto you. 
I. J comfortable Retroſpection; 
I hive ſongbt 4 good Fight, 1 have finiſhed my 
Courſe, I bave kept the Faith; that is to ſay, I 
have done my Work, the Work that my 
ardat Lord gave me th don. OD 
I rAxx it for granted; Paul ſpeaks of him-- 


* 
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ſelf here; not only as a Chriſtian, but as 4 
Chriſtian Miniſter, a Migiſter of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt; for tho? it be true, that every Chri- 
ſtian, how private ſoever his Station be, has a 
Warfare to fight, a hy to run, an a Truſt 


Scripture, more eſpęciah i 


and. Duty of a Miniſter f 


imot ſy 


: 


Truſt, 1 Tim. vi. 20. 0 Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy Truſt, avoiding profane 
and wain Bablings, and oppoſition ſof Science, falſly 

ſo called, which ſome profelſing, have erred concern. 
D 
Fron theſe Texts, and many more that 
might be mentioned, I think we bave good 

| Reaſon to conclude, that the Apoſtle princi- 
| pally intends the Miniſterial Warfare, Courſe 

| . e | X 2 5 * | | | d 8 
Hu 3 ane 


Warfare 


dier of Chriſt, every Miniſter is eſpecially fo; 
he is a Standard- bearer in this moſt noble . 


fare have not their Commiſſions from Mea, 


* 8 


y and en 
ended to rhe Warfare, 
ry Chriſtian, in which 


ace and Truſt of 


the Miniſters of the Göſpel are the 9 


bearers, the Guides and Leaders amon, 
People, "the Keepers of the ſacred Rolls of a 


pel-Trüth; not for themſelves only,”. but o 


open and explain them to others. 

Lx us then confider diſtinctiy theſe this 
Parts of tie Work of a Miniſter, the Warfare | 
he has'to fight, the' Courſe. or Race he has to 
run, and the Truſt he has to keep; and when 
theſe are well weigh'd,” we ſhall ſee what gra- 
cious Qulifications. e ety. Miniſter | 


and what abundant Satisfaction thoſe will have | 
when they come to die, that have ac luitted 
themſelves well in this great Work. 
1. Tis Miniſters of the Goſpel have 4 
to fight; every Chriſtian is à Sol- 


N o here let us conſider, 
1. ITE Nature of this Watfare. 


+0 Tux Grates that are to be tried and er. 
erciſed 1 in it. And, | 


2 281 ] OF 


„Tk Comfort ac oy hat wilt reſult 


from it, when it is well over.” 
& i Th Nature of this' Warfare: concerning 
which, 1 ſhall only obſerve theſe Things: 2 
1 xe Miniſters of Chtiſt in this their Wat- 


bur from God; Men may be, and ordinarily 
C 2 - 


. 1618 Sd W. fr. 
and Truſt, "tho? by a 85 Abalog 
1 it may he 


ht to 
have and to exerciſe; in His Miniſterial Office, 
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2 and Fauntain 
4 5 their ! 


muſt he the opal 51 lb, which their Ay- 


thority- is convey 4. but G0 is the 


Powers: 
hey are not 
niſteria Warfare, accords 
"Will of Man, but according to the 
Wis of God; they are not to attach themſelves 
A any 9 Farty in the Regt of Ty 
ur as o 1 5 or n the r 
they oo indeed: 10 ke dolelt o ch to them. thac 
keep cloſeſt to their 55 but they are 
7 to keep the Unity of the 8 pi irit in the Bond 
of Peace. They are to conſider themſelyes as 


from bis .1x fo ES weeks | 


liſted. under che general Banner of Chriſt, to 


promote bis Intereſt and Glory, and not as 


— the Banner of any Party Men, how lead - 


ing ſoever, to carry. on little Interelts ſeparate 
from that of common Chriſtianity. It is one 
of the firſt Stratagems by which the great Ene: 
my Wc Chriſt and the Church, endeavoured to 
155 Power of the Miniſterial | War- 

wW Avilie 
I = Mine ae 30d. 1 1 8 


4 even a 421777 Lord, aue to every 1 
1. 5 have been well for the Church of 
30d, if the Suceelſors of the Apoſtles would 
Pee been as e to diſcourage ſuch un- 


Juſt 


| 
b 


Warfare; and 


that is an Egem to mine Enemy, is @ Friend 


X the Law againſt them, this they account.an 


7 ao 150 ee N. 13 
jet reſpect of Perſoos as they were; the Conſe 


15 not their own, but Chriſt's. Certaip it is 


the Goſpel Commiſſion is 
from Chriſt, and is to be Hil: 's hou | 
every. Miniſter. muft manag 
{he dete keene 
is nat thę Servant of Chriſt, hut 
and fr omMan, pot from Christ, navit | 
he expe his Reward, :7; 208 | 
2. IN this Warfare the Miniſters of Chrift ; 
are not Enemies: to the Perſons. of Men, but 
t their Hing z and in being Enemies to their | 
Sins, the are Friends to their Perſons, for | 
Sin, is the; Sinner's greateſt. Enemy ; - and he (| 


Zone, and ir is 


ax full 95 be i 


to me. Fooliſh Sinners miſtake this Point, | 
— think faithful Miniſters are their Eng» # 
mies, becauſe they reprove them, they threaten | 
them, they muſter up the Terrors and Curſes 


ile Treatment; with this gvil Eye A 
looked upon the, Fropher Elijah, 1 5 Kanga kri, 
20. Ha thus d me, Q mine Enemy And 
e among the Galarian wers ſo far corrup» | 

J, as to. thiok Paal was hecome their Enemy, || 
becauſe be | told Ys the Tratb, Gal. iv. 16. 
Sinners love to he flattered in t their Sins, tho? 
it be to their Ruin 3. bug all will be coovins 
oe. at . laſt, that Flatterers of Souls are Ene · 
mies and Murtherers of Souls, and that they 


N were cheir Friends, chat dealt plainly 2 


and faithfully with them, and knowing 
te. T errors of. the Land, would Saane 


have 


14 4 FUNENAL-SENRMO N rt 
hive perſuaded e to flee from the Wrath to 
come. 7 oy 1 eie nen ell ei 
21 SN is . that the Goſp 

Miniſtry {hag is Seat, and this Lal, 


mut wi be ſpared; ' Miniſters muſt reprove and 
rubull with all Lon g. ſaſſering aul Dorrrine, 2 Tim: 


vi 2. NOW Sin has ſo pose Atſeif of the 
Aſſections of the Soul of Man, that you can- 
not ſtrike at Sin, but Sinners take ! it as if you 
firuck at their very Hearts ; eſpecially if you 
bear too hard upon the peccatum in deliciis, 
their darling Sin; to reprovethisin Herod, colt 
un the Baptiſt his Head; and yet e 
liniſter has it in his Commiſſibn, to het: 
bainft! neither ſmall nor great, ſd much ab a- 
gainſt that Sin, for that is "the fouls Is moſt dan 
gerous Enemy! Ene TOTLER 4 V 
n- Tux Miniſters of the Goſpel are inftruted by 
cheir great Lord, ſo to manage their Warfare 
againſt Sin, as chat. at the ſame Time they may 
ſhew their Compaſfion to the Sinner, and Love 
to the precidus Soul; and therefore they are 
not to be paſſiohare, nor ſatyrical in their Res 
— the?! Wrath of Man works not the 
Ri phreouſneof Gbd ; "The Servaus of the Lord. 
mo} not - ft hap be gentle 70 al Men, apt 70 
zeabh, © er 2 et, in trotting. thoſe e 4Þut 
oppoſe Alen elbe, if per adventuve God will-s pop 
them Repent ans tothe acknowledging of the Tru 
and even when it is neceſſary 10 dbu Nis, 
ly and openly; yet the greateft Care ſhould 
be taken, not to ſhew any Contempt or Pre- 
judice towards the Terſons of Sinners, . all 
7 | Cle 
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Tenderneſs, ag a Father to his Children; that 
mixes Tears, With his. Rebakes ; ſuch Trewta 
ment is moſt like to prevail. 
Bur if it ſhould not prevail, Miniſters are to 
learn of Chriſt, to weep over harden d preiſhs | 
ing Sinners, Lale xix. 42. If thaa 744% knows, 
even thou at leaſt, in this thy. Day, the Things 
that belong to thy Peace! One would think no 
Heart could withſtand the Force Jot TY 
Compaſſion, - 


3. Tax Weapons of this Warfare are not | 
carpal, but ſpiritual ; for tho we walk in the | 


Fleſh, we do-not war after the Fleſh, 2 Cots 1 


x. 3, 4. In this the Miniſters of Chriſt ate 
manifeſted, and the Miniſters of Anti-Chriſt: 
Chriſt never allowed his Miniſters to propa - 
gate his Goſpel by Fire and Sword, by Racks 
and Gibbets ; Theſe are the Venta .of 
Anti-Chriſtian Warfare, A Religion that has 
no innate Evidence and Excellence to recom» 
mend it to the Reaſon and Conſciences of 
Men, muſt be propagated by Force; and 
Men muſt be terrify'd and tortur'd: into that, 
of which they can never be rationally per- 
ſwaded. Theſe are the Methods by which 
Popery has choſen to recommend itſelf to 
the World; the Smithfield Fires, the Iriſh 
Maſſacres, have been the Weapons of the 
Popiſh Warfare in theſe Nations, by which 
our Enemies have endeavoured to re-eſtabliſh 
their Tyranny over the Conſciences of Men. 

Tuk Miniſters of Chriſt. have no ſuch In- 
fractions, they are furniſhed with no other 


i 

. 

10 

apons, 
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Weapons, than ſuell as are fit to convince 
and perſwade reaſonable Creatures; they have 
a Sword put into their Hands, but it 45 the 


Sword of the Spirit, whicli is the Word of 
God: And this they are to ſtudy thoroughly, 
and to preach diligentiy, in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, and not content themſelves with cal- 


g upon the Civil Magiſtrate, to ſupply ( 
ID the Want of their own Labour A Oy 


ligence. Theſe Weapons will, indeed, f 


— Pains to inanage them aright; but then 


they will be much more effecual for tho? 
they are not carnal, yet they are mi ty, through 
Goa, to the pulling down of frog 2 

Hown Imaginations, ind every high thing that 
exalteth trſelf- tgainſt the Kpowleage of God, and 
bringing inio Captivity every Thonght to the Obe. 
dience — Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Such a Con- 


this was never gained by carnal Wea- 


Z — nor ever will be. 


Gos EL Doctrines and Precef pts, rightly 


tiouſly urged and applied in the preaching of 
the Goſpel, and. all follow'd with earneſt 
Prayer and '$upplication ; theſe are the Wea- 


pons which Chriſt has furniſhed his Miniſters 
with, and has many a time made effeQual 


for the bringing ſtubborn Sinners to his Foot, 


and into the Bond of his Covenant. 


AND if thele were more conſtantly and 
3 uſed, and leſs Streſs laid upon Pe- 


nal Laus and the Secular Power in all Re- 


formed Churches, F am perfwaded the Lord 


require 


caſting 


open'd and explain'd, and ſoundly and ſe- 
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jeſus would take more Delight in them, and 
tevive his Work more viſibly among them. 
4. TE Crown contended for in this War- 
fare is not earthly, but heavenly; as the 
Cauſe is not their own, no private Intereſt 
of their own, hut the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
Heaven, fo they expect not their Crown on 
Earth, but are well pleaſed that it is laid ap for 
them in Heaven. They that ſtrive for the Maſtery 
here, do it to obtain 4 corruptible Crown, but the 
faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, a» incorruptible, 
1 Cor. ix. 23. They contend not in this Warfare 
for a Deſpotick Power over the Perſons of Men, 
and their Civil Rights, nor for a Dictatorial 
Power over their Conſciences, and Dominion 


over their Faith; they ſtrive not for Mittes 


and Titles, and Royalties, and large Revenues; 
the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt know, He that 
warreth maſt not intangle himſelf in the Affairs 
of this Life, but muſt pleaſe him who hath choſen 
him to be a Soldier, 2 Tim. ii. 44 He con- 
quers not for himſelf, but for Chriſt; thoſe 
he conquers, he deſires not to make his own 
Servants, but Chriſt's Freemen ; and he ex- 
peas not a Crown of Gold, but a Crown of 
Righteouſrieſs ; to be accepted of God thro? 
Chriſt ; to be approved of Chriſt at laſt, and to 
be where Chriſt is; tobe like unto Chriſt, and 
ſee him as he is: This 1s the Crown that he 
aims at, and juſtly prefers to all the Grandeur 
of the World; and even when he has recei- 
ved this Crown of Righteouſneſs, he does not 
take it as what is due to him, or deferved by: 
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him, according to ſtrict Juſtice, but as the Far 
vour and Bounty of his great Lord, and with 
the reſt of the Elders, Rev. iv. 10. He falls 
down before him that ſits upon the Throne, and wor- 


(hips him that lives for ever, and caſts domn his 
Crown before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and 


Power, for thou haſt created all Things, and for 
thy Pleaſure they are and were created, 


Tuts is the Nature of the Miniſterial War- 


fare. And now, | 
2. W come to conſider the Graces that are 
neceſſary for this Part of a Miniſter's Work; 
and here I ſhall] not enlarge. One Grace pro- 
per to this Station, is Chriſtian Courage, Zeal 
and Reſolution ; a Soldier muſt endure Hard- 
neſs, and therefore ſhould be of a bold and 


brave Spirit. Paul puts Timethy in mind of 


this, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Thou therefore endure Hard- 


neſs as a good Soldier of Chriſt. The Chriſtian 


Warfare will try a Man's Courage, the Mi- 
niſterial Warfare will try it more ; a Miniſter 
had need to have his Spirit raiſed up above 
both the Smiles and Frowns of the World ; 
he muſt have the Rule over his own Spirit; 
nothing requires a more conſtant Calmneſs 
and Compoſure of Mind, than the Miniſterial 


Warfare ; a cool Courage is an excellent Qua- 


lifcation in one that has a Command in this 
War. | 5 


Tu Miniſtry of the Goſpel has always been 


the Butt and Mark of all the Rage of Earth 
and Hell; and the more Faithful any of the 
t | Mini- 
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Miniſters of Chriſt are, the more Oppoſition 


they muit expect to meet with. The great 


Enemy of Souls ſeldom fails to harraſs the poor 


Miniſters of Chriſt with his Temptations, I 


believe they are more violently aſſaulted than 
other Men, eſpecially at their firſt engaging 


ſeriouſly in the Service; God turns this to 


their Advantage, for Temptation is one of 


thoſe things that make a Miniſter ; but in the 
mean while, they need a holy Fortitude to 


go on in their Work, when they feel ſuch a 


Conflict in their own Souls. 


Wr often hear the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of 
his Temptations, Acts xx. 18, 19. Te know from 
the firſt Day that I came into Aſia, after what 


manner I have been with you in all Staſons, ſer- 
ving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and 


with many Tears and Temptations, &c. and Gal. 
iv. 14. Thus in Conformity to the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, his Miniſters ſuffer being tempted, 
that they may experimentally know how to 


pity and comfort thoſe that are tempted. 


V161LANCE and Circumſpection are Graces 


very neceſſary for thoſe that are engaged in 


this Warfare, that they may neither be ſur- 
prized themſelves, nor ſuffer others to be ſur- 
prized by the common Enemy. 

Tris Circumſpection is the more neceſſa. 


ry, becauſe the Enemy knows how to tranſe 


form himſelt into an Angel of Light, pre- 
tends to be on God's Side, perverts the 
Scripture, pleads it againſt itſelf, aſſumes the 
Chriſtian Name, and pretends to outdo every 
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Body in Zeal for the Honour of God and 
Chriſt; ſets up Images of them, and com- 
mands that religious Worſhip be offered to 
the inviſible Deity by thoſe ſenſible Repre- 
ſentations; pretends to be the Vicar and Vice- 
ers of Chriſt in the World, indued with 
his infallible Judgment, and with his abſo- 
lute and unlimited Powers; and thus, under 

the Banner of Chriſt, this ſubtile Enemy Care 
ries on the moſt deſperate Oppoſition to his 

Tntereſt, and to all the Ends of his Media- 
toral Office: Here now is the Faith and the 
Patience of the Saints to be tried to purpoſe. 

AND Which calls yet more, both for Vi- 
gilance and Reſolution in the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, there is ſomething of this Ene- 
my even in their own Hearts, remaining Cor- 
ruption,. which raiſes a Civil War in their 
Souls; two Armies, two Nations, Sin and 

Grace, the Fleſh and the Spirit ſtriving in 
them; they have themſelves to conquer, th o 2 
__ ovun Spirits to ſubdue ; and none knows the 
Difficulty of this Warfare, but thoſe that ve 
heartily engaged in it. 

3. Lx mg briefly hint at the Comfort and 
Toy that fills the Soul of a faithful Soldier of 
Chritt, when the Warfare is well over. 

Tux Conflict will not laſt always, but it 
will laſt as long as Lite laſts, and we mult 
never put off our Armour till we pur, off the 
Body; ſometimes the Heat and Brunt of the 
War 1s over before Death, and the End is 
peaceful and eaſy, n Enemies in a great 
degree 
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degree conquered, Satan bound, wicked Men 
reſtrained, ſtrong Holds pulled down, Sin mor- 
tified, Fears ſcattered, and the Soul beginning 
its Triumph even on this ſide Heaven. 
SOMETIMES the ſharpeſt Conflict is at the 
laſt ; thus it was with the Captain of our Sal- 
vation; This is your Hour and the Power f 
Darkneſs, Lake xxii. 53, and no wonder if it 
be ſo with his Servants; but Death puts an 
End to all, then the good Fight is fought, and 
fought out well; and then, everlaſting Joy ſhall |} 
be upon their Heads. Fort 


i. Tus Difficulty is all over. A Soldier's 
Life is a Life of Difficulty, his Work is | 
hard Werk; the Work of a Miniſter is cer- 
tainly ſo, if it be well followed ; the Diffi- 
culties of this Work are deſcribed very empha- 
tically in 2 Cor. vi. 4. In all Things approving 
ourſelves as Miniſters of God in much Patience, 
in Afﬀiitions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in 
Stripes, in Impriſonments, in Tamults, in La- 
boars, in Watchings, in Faſtings, by Pureneſs, by | 
Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the | 

| Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the Word of | 
Truth, by the Power of God, by the Armour of | 
Righteouſneſs, on the right Hand and on the left, 

| by Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and good 
Report, as deceivers and yet true, as unknown and 
yet well known, as ing and yet behold we live, as | 
chaſtened and not killed, as ſorrowful yet alway re- 


joicing, as poor, yet making many rich, as having 


'- Nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all Things. 


Such 


9 
i 
4 
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Such a variegated mixed State as this muſt 
be a State of great Trials; and theſe. when 
they are over, always afford the moſt plea- 
— RD. A 55175: 

- 2, Tax Danger is over, as well as the Dif- 
ficulty, and that is much more. Nothing diftreſſes 
the Servants of God more in their holy War- 
fare, than fear of falling one Day by the Hands 
'of the Enemy ; this Fear has ſometimes ſo 
far prevailed, as quite to diſpirit them, and 
| tempted them to take up the Reſolution, that 
they will ſpeak no more in the Name of the 
Lord ; and if God did not give in gracious 
Supports, the Standard-bearers would often 
faint and fink down in Deſpondency, What 
| Miniſter can bear the thought of having Sa- 
tan triumph at laft, not only over all his Ser- 
| vices, but over his very Soul? But when the 
| Battle is fought, this Danger is over, and his 
anxious Cares and Fears ceaſe, and give Place 
to everlaſting Joy; 1 have fought 4 good Fight. 
This is the firſt Account of the Work of a 
| Miniſter, a holy Warfare. We now proceed 

to the bY TIN 
2. HE has a Race or Courſe to run. Here 
is a manifeſt Alluſion to the Ohmpick Ex- 
erciſes; and the Apoſtle often uſes the Gym- 
naſtick Phraſes ; particularly in Phil. iii. 13, 
14. Brethren, I count not myſelf to have appre- 
landed; bat this one thing 1 do, forgetting thoſe 
Things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
thoſe Things that are bore 1 preſs toward the 
| Mark for the Prize of the high Calling of God in 


o 
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Chriſt Jeſus. This Courſe of active Obedis 
ence and practical Religion, every Chtiſtian 
muſt run and finiſh, as well as every Mink 
ſter; the Apoſtle to the Hebrews calls uport 
himſelf and every true Believer, to lay aſide edel 
ry Weight, and the Sin that did eaſily beſet them, 
and to run with Patience the Rare ſet e then, 
Heb. xii. 1. 


Bur the Miniſter has a particular Concern 
in _ Matter; for, 
1. Hs is to dire& others in the Way in 
which they muſt run the Chriſtian Race; itis 
a Way limited and marked out in the Word 
of God, and bounded in on the right Hand 
and on the left; within thoſe Bounds they 
- muſt carefully keep themſelves, that ever ex- 
pect to finiſh their Courſe with Toy. The Bible tells | 
us what is Sin, and what is Duty, and it is the 
Rule by which we are to govern ourſelves in the 
whole Courſe of our Life; if we do not run by | 
this Rule, we may be very zealous and very di. 
ligent, and ſeem to make great Speed, but we 
are never the nearer, we run as ancertainly, if 
we keep not cloſe to the Scripture : There are 
bye Ways on both Hands ; on the right Hand | 
Superſtition and W ul-Worſbip ; on the left: Hand 
Profaneneſs and Immorality; but the Bible is as 
a Voce behind us, ſaying, This is the Way, wall 

ip in it, when we are ready to turn aſide tothe right 
Hand or to the left, Iſa. xxx. 21. Now the 
Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and the 
People {ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; not 
with a an implicit Faith, but ſcarehing the Scrip- 


tures, 
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tures, to ſee whether the Things their Teachers 
tell them, be ſo or no, Aids xvi. 11. The 
Miniſters of Chriſt muſt not deviſe Ways of 
their own, and miſlead the People into them, 
but they muſt open and explain to them the 
Ways of God, as revealed in his Word; the. 
Prophet that hath a Dream, let him tell a Dream; 
| and he that hath my Word, let him ſpeak my 
Word faithfully ; What is the Chaff to the Wheat ? 
| faith the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 28. Our own Fan- 
cies and Opinions in Matters of Religion, are 
but Chaff and Dreams, and ſhould never be 
offered: to the People as the Word of God. 
2. Tu Goſpel Miniſter is to go along with 
others in this Way and Courſe of. Holineſs, 
and to go before and lead them; he is to be a 
Example to Believers in Word, in Converſation, 
in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Parity, 1 Tim. 
iv. 12. He is not to ſtand like a Mereurial Poſt 


in the High-way, pointing out the Way to 


others, but never moving one Step forward 
himſelf; his Language ſhould be that of 1/a, 
ii. 5. O Houſe of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk 
in the Light of the Lord: Not go ye, but come 
* and let us go together; let a Miniſter 
be never ſo orthodox in his Judgment, never 
ſo clear in his Preaching, if he be not exem- 
plary in his Life, he can never finiſh his Courſe 
with Joy. Too many ſatisfy themſelves to call 
upon others to their Duty, and to commend 
them for it, and cry, well run, while they on- 
ly ſtand by and obſerve the Motion of others; 
but let every one that is called a Miniſter of 
23117 Chriſt 
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Chriſt know, he that ſtands by while others 
run, muſt Rand by when others are crown d. 
3. HE is to eich and encourage others in 
their Chriſtian Courſe, to caution all — * 1 
ſinful Wandetings, 0 ſtrengthen rhe we 
and feeble Mutes, to ſay to . NE that 5s , ufo: 
ul Heart, be ſtrong; to this 
ſet before them the Fromits e God in — 
Work; ſuch as theſe, /i. Xl. 29, 30, 17. fl a 
iveth Pawer to the Faint; even the Toath ſhall 
Jer and be weary, and the young Mer ſball ut- 
terly full; but they that wait apon the Lord ſhall 
renew their Strength, they ſhall" mount up with 
Wings as Eagles, he) -y ſhall run and not bt weary, - 
they ſhall walk 4 oy faint : this is à very 
ſweet and ſuitable Word to thoſe that find 
themſelves feeble and ready to faint in the 
Coutſe of their Duty, and ſo is thar in the fol⸗ 
lowing, Chap. xli. Ver. to. Fear not, for I am 
with thee, be not diſmayed, for Ian / ah God, I 
will ſtrengthen thee, yea; I will help thee, yea, 7 
will uphold thee by the right + Hand of my Rig Treonft 
neſs. | 40:4 3 


Turr muſt tet before thi people the Ex. 
ample of the Lord Jeſus Chrift the Fores 
runner, encouraging 'po6r® Souls to took unto 


Jeſus, the Author and Finiſber of our Faith; who 
for the Toy that was ſet before him, endured thi 
Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame, and is ſet down at 
the right Hand of the Throne of God, Heb. 
$0,207 © 2 | 
Tasy are to repreſent, in as lively A Mans 
ner as s they on, the Mart which the Chriſtian 
FE Wet 


the Prize is perfe 
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is running to, and the Prize. that he is running 
for, that he may preſs forward towards the 
Mark for the Prize : The Mark is perfect Holi- 
Nee to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 

6 t Happineſs, in full Commu- 
nion with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and they are 


to put Believersin Mind of theſe 1 that 
as ſoon as they have reached the 


rk of 
perſect Holineſs, they ſhall win and ſeize the 
Frize of perfect Happineſs  _ 
 Taxy are to put the People of God in mind, 


that their great Lord has called them out to 


run this Race, as the noble Grecians uſed to 
call out their favourite Servants and Subjects 
to the  Olzmpick Exerciſes, and to look on and 
obſer ve how they acquitted themſelves therein, 
taking their Honour to be concerned in the 
Event: Thus has the Lord Jeſus ſingled out 


| Believers from the common Crowd, and cal- 


led them. forth as his Champions and Favou- 


rites; and he looks on and accounts himſelf 


honoured or diſhonoured, according as they 
acquit themſelves in it; and this, when con- 
ſidered, muit greatly animate the Chriſtian, ſo to 
run as that he may obtain, for it is the Prize 

of High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſuͥs. 


Tuis is the Work of a Golpel-Miniſter, as 


deſcribed by a Race or Courſe that he is to 


ML. 


Tux Graces proper and neceſſary for this 
Part, are Diligence, and Patience, and Perſeve- 
rance ; for the Way is ſtre ght and narrow, 
here is no room for ſinſul Diverſions and Wan- 


derings. Many 
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Many Obſtructions lie in the Way, at which 
they will be apt to ſtumble and be turned a- 
ſide, without Diligence and Patience; and the 
Time appointed for finiſhing their Courſe is 
ſhort, and woe to thoſe whoſe Time is at an 
End before their Work be donne. 
Wu this Courſe of Miniſterial Duty is 
well finiſhed, it affords unſpeakable Joy, for 
then the faithful Minifter has anſwered the 
End both of his Office and of his Being. He 
has anſwered the End of his Office, and the |! 
Obligations of his Ordination-Vows ; it was 
a high Character that was then put upon him, 
and a high Calling that was then given him, 
and a hard Work that was then undertaken; 
and many a penſive Thought he has had, how 
to act up to his Character, how to anſwer the 
Calling, how to fulfil his Miniſtry; and there- 
fore when all this is done, and well done even 
in Chriſt's own Account and gracious Accep- 
tance, the Joy mult be inexpreſſible; now he 
exonerates himſelf of all the Burthen of Care 
and Fear that he has been fo long labouring 
under, and now he returns to his Reſt, 
ANp he has in this anſwered the End of his 
Being, and can with Comfort reflect, that he |} 
has not been a ſinful Burden upon the Face of | 
the Earth, that he has not lived to no Purpoſe, 
and loſt the Advantage of his Days; he can 
| humbly and thankfully take up the Words of 
his bleſſed Lord, For this End was I born, and 
for this Cauſe came I into the World, that F 
ſhbould bear Witneſs unto the Truth, John xviii. 


E 2 37. 
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37. And therefore he has nor, like the wicked 

and ſlothful Servant, any reaſon to wiſh that 
he had never been born, and to curſe the Day 

in which he came into the World, deſiring as 

Job in bis impatient Fit, J hat that Day might al- 
ways be darkned, that God would not regard it from 
above, nor let the Light ſhine upon it, that Dark- 

neſs and the Shadow of Death might always ſtain 

it, that the Cloud might dwell upon it, and the 
| Blackneſs of the Day terrify it, that it might not 
be joined to the Days of the Tear, nor come into 

the Numbers of the Months, &c. Job iu. 4, 5, 6. 

An aweful Deſcription of the Horror that will 

at laſt, Gl] the Souls of thoſe that have forgot- 

ten and loſt the End of their Being. Now 

the Joy and Plcaſure muſt be equally great 

that thoſe ſhall feel in themſelves, that can | 
through Grace ſay, they have anſwered the 
nd of their Being, and though not perfectly, 
| yet acceptably in Chriſt, finiſhed the Work 
| that God gave them to do, © 
| 


| 


N 


3. Taz Work of a Chriſtian, and eſpecially 
of a Miniſter, is further deſcribed by keeping 
the Faith, or the Truſt committed to them; 
%% % ²˙ 

By the Faith we are not ſo much to un- 

derſtand the Grace of Faith wrought in the 

Apoſtle, as the Rulc and Doctrine of Faith 

committed to him. This is committed to eve- 
ry Chriſtian; it is the Faith delivered to the 
Saints, and to be contended for and kept en- 
tire to the coming of Chriſt; but it is in a more 
ſpecial and ſolemn Manner committed to ms 

| 1 
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29 * of the Goſpel, as a great and ſacred 
I. Cug1sr has committed to his Miniſters 
the Rule of Faith, to kept inviolable and en- 
tire. The Rule of Faith, you very well know, 
is the written Word of God, the bleſſed Bible, 
the great Treaſure of the Church of God; 
this Treaſure God expects his Miniſters ſhould 
moſt . abofully and. faithfully preſerve; and 
1. Tux are to maintain the Authority of 
the Bible, as containing the Oracles of God, 
and the Rule of Faith and Practice: When- 
ever the divine Authority and Original of the 
Bible is denied or diſputed, as it has been in a 
very daring manner, by the Infidels of our 
Age and Nation, no Chriſtian ſhould think 
himſelf uncancerned ; but thoſe whom God 
has counted faithful, putting them into the Mi- 
niſtry, are eſpecially obliged to contend earneſt- 
ly for it, as they have Opportunity and Ability, 
* from the Pulpit and from the Preſs; but 
then this muſt be done in a Way ſuitable 
to the Spirit and Tenour of that Bible which 
they defend, not by calling for Fire from Hen. 
ven to deſtroy the Gainſayers, nor calling for 
the Il under of Church Cenſures and Ana- 
thema's; for what have we to do to judge thoſe 
that are without? as all thoſe certainly are that 
openly deny the Authority of the Scriptures; 
nor preſently calling for the Sword of the Ma- 
giſtrate 49 cut off, thoſe that trouble them, unleſs 
the publick Peace be broken by the Violence 
of the Church's Enemies. BuT 


30 A FunERAL-SERMON for 
Bur the Authority of the Bible muſt he 
vindicated by ſober and ſolid Reaſoning, Sound 
Speech that cannot be condemned, that they that 
are of thi contrary Part may be aſhamed, Titus 
ii. 8. And God has always raiſed up thoſe in 
the Church, that have been able to ſtop the 
Mouths of Gainſayers; and there was never 
yet in any Age of Chriſtianity, any vehement 
Oppoſition made to the Authority ofthe Scrip- 
tures, but they have been ſo well defended 
by ſolid Learning and Argument, that Truth 
has triumphed, and its Enemies have quitted 
the Field and the Diſpute with Shame, 
AND it is the Duty of every Miniſter to-fit 
aud furniſh himſelf for the Defence of this 
great Truth, and to hold faſt the faithful Word 


as he has been taught, that he may be able, by ſound 


Doctrine, both to exhort and convince the Gain- 
ſchers, Titus i. 9. . 
2. THEx are to maintain the Parity of the Bi- 
ble againſt all thoſe that would corrupt it; it is 
therefore highly _ that they ſhould unde 
ſtand the original Text, and be able to draw the 
Waters of the Sanctuary from theFountain-head 
and that at leaſt in every Nation there ſhould 
be ſuch as are acquainted with ancient Manu- 
ſcripts, that they may be able to diſcover any 
Attempt that ſhall be made by Men of corrupt 
Minds, to poiſon thoſe ſacred Springs; indeed 
the Providence of God has been very vigilant 
about this Matter, and has found Means and 
Inſtruments to guard the Purity of the Scrip- 
tures as its peculiar Charge ; and the 2 
ers 


Ib. Jong 81 | . 3. a 
8 of Chriſt ſhould look on chis as a great 
Part of the Truſt committed to them. This 
was more difficult when any of the divine 
| Oracles were delivered only by Oral Tradition, 
and before the Canon of 9 was com- 
pleated, the Autographs collected, and authen- 
tick Copies gwen out; and therefore the 
4 paſte ſaw it needful to preſs this very ear- 
2 upon Timothy in his Da 


yY, A Tim. 1 1. 1 5. 
a thi: Form of ited Hands, e 


heard of me, in Faith aud Love "which are in 
| c riſt Jeſus ; That good Thing which" was com- 
mitted unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which 
Arxelleth in us; where i it is obſervable that the 
Spirit of God dwelt in the Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts, not only to enable them to indite the 
—ͤ of Scripture, but to 5 and preſerve 
rheſe Inſpirations, that they might be deli- 
livered to the Saints without Miſtake or Cor- 
ruption; but then this Ind welling of the Hol 
Choſt for this Purpoſe did not ſuperſede their 
5 wats Care, but lied it and rendered it 
effectull. 
3. Tuev are to maintain a Sufficienc and 
Perfection of the Scriptures, as the entire and 
only Rule of Faith and Practice. Even amo! 
thoſe that admit the Bible to be the Rule of 
Faith, there are ſome that will not allow it 
to be the perfect Rule, but ſet up ſomething 
elſe, tho? not in direct oppbſition to it, yet as 
Co- ordinate with it and perfective ofit: Thus 
the Papiſts have advanced, the Decrees of 
Popes and the Canons of Councils into the 


Place 


\ on the Aude 
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4 bend, June,. 
Place of an additional Riſe, And ſome others 
have endeavoured to their own pre- 
tended Inſpirations and Predictions upon the 
Church of God, 0 of "me very” ſame Autho- 
175 with the Bible. 
is the Duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt, : 
| to contend for the Perfection of the -Bible 
that it contains in it all Things heceffar * 
Salvation, and all Things neceſſary to Chih: . 
Communion and Order of Worſhip; and tho 
theſe Articles of Faith may be collected into 
a methodical Syſtem, and the Rules of Li'e 
and divine Worſhip, laid down in the Word, 
may be very warrantably drawn together for 
our Direction, yet nothing in the one Caſe or 

the other is 16 — added, diminiſned of chang- 
ed; but'every hiog muſt be left to ſtand” up- 

the written Word 

2. Ov Lord Tefus has not only commit- 
ted to his People the Rule of Faith, but the 
Doctrines of Faith, as they are contained in 
that Rule;/ theſe Doctrines are to be plainly 
and faithfully held forth by the Preaching of 
the Word; and tho? none of the Doctrines of 
Faith are to be concealed, but the whole Coun- 
fel of God opened to Men, yer thoſe Doctrines 
that are the very Foundation of Chtiſtianity 
muſt eſpecially be inculcated upon the Minds 
ot the People; the Apoſtle puts a peculiar Mark 
upon ſome Points of Doctrine, as faithful Say- 
ings, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is 4 faithfal Soyine 25 
a worthy of all Acceptance, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the World to ſave Sinners; of whom I 


= 
ciſẽ proſitet h little, hut \Godlineſs. is \Profitable an- 
to allrT hings, and bath aße Fromiſt of the Life 


that num is, and of tit whicl- is to come j th 


is a faithful Saying, and wort ii of all AJectpt ation 
and, 2 Tim. ii. At is 4 faithful Seying, H 
we be dead with him, me ſball alſo live with hint 
if. we. ſuffer me ſpall alſo. reign with him, if me 
deny hyws, he will alſo; deny us: And, again; Tits 


I will that thou affirm ronſtantly, I hat bel which 
have believed in God might. be careful 46 maintains 


good Mars,, 


, + 7H | ets” as act 4 2 3 £ 
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Wzzxthe Apolilecalls theſe. fe/rhfub Sexingr, 


he ſeemis to me to mean ſomething more than 


that they are barely true, far ſo are allthe Words 
of God, but they are Doctrines of that Weighs 
: and Importance to the Souls of Men, that EVCe 
ry Miniſter» is bound in Faithfulneſs . to, iglift 
often and much upon them; ſuch Preaching 


is faithful Preaching: That Miniſter that d wells 
upon theſe Foundations Truths, both doctrinal 


and practical, approves himſelf a faithful Mi- 


niſte. 


7 


Tux great Doctrines gf the Trinity ; the 


Godhead of Chriſt ; of the propitiatory Nas 


ture of the Sufferings of Chriſt ; of Juſtifica- 


tion by his Righteouſneſs imputed to us, and 
received by Faith; the effectual Operations 
of the Spirit of God, as neeeſſary to our Sancti- 
fication; the Neceſſity of real and practical 


_ . Holineſs, and of worſhipping God according 
to his Word, in the * of Chriſt, * 1 
el} ; | ine 1 
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the: Communion of Saints : Theſe and many 
more the Church of God has always account- 
ed faithful Sayings, and has contended earneſt- 
ly for them, and would never ſuffer. them to 
be wreſted out of her Hands; and from the 
Teſtimony of Scripture and common ſpiritual 
Senſe and Experience of the moſt ferious Chri- 
ſtians, they have been recommended and hand- 
ed down from one Generation of": Believers to 
another. Theſe great Truths the \Miniſters of 
the Goſpel are intruſted with, both to keep 
them uncorrupt themfelves, and to tranſmit 
to others that are riſing up in the Church: 
Thus Pn ſpeaks to Timothy, 2 Epiſt. ii. 2. The 
Things nich thou huſt heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to fatrhful Men, 
who hall be able to teach others alſo, 
No the Graces that are proper for this 
Part of the Miniſteral Work, are iſdom and 
Fidelity ; Wiſdom to diſcern Truth from Er- 
ror, however diſguiſed; and Fidelity, to ad- 
here to the Truth, how much ſoever op- 
poſed in the World. The great and fun- 
damental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
have been often 'tombated and quarrelled 
by Men of perverſe Minds; almoſtevery Arti- 
cle has had its Turn and its Time of Oppo- 
ſition; and there is almoſt in every Age ſome 
particular Goſpel- Truth, that may be called 
the preſent Truth, the Truth that meets with 
preſent Contradiction; and it is a good Thing 
10 be eſtabliſhed & rj cage A, in the preſent 
Truth, 2 Pet. i. 12. | ER 


FAITEH- 


_ FAITHFULNESsS tu Chrift in keeping that 
Faith and Truſt which he has committed to 
his Servants, will afford them a moſt comfor- 
table Reflection, when the Trial is come to 
an end; there is nothing fits heavier, -even 
upon natural Conſcience, than betraying « Traſt, 


being fa/ſe to thoſe that have conſided in as, but 


Fidelity is the Honour of a Man, and of a Mi. 
niſter, and will be his Comfort living and dying. 
Tarts Truſt is of that Nature and Cools, 
quence to the Souls of others, as well as to his 
own, that a Miniſter, conſcious of his own 
Fidelity, has great reaſon to take Comfort: The | 
Purity of Faith and Worſhip, is the Food and 
Nouriſhment of precious Souls; if theſe be 
corrupted, they convey ſpiritual Diſtempers 
inſtead of Health and Vigour to them. 
Ab ſince this Impurity of Doctrine and 
Practice, where-ever it is admitted, ſpreads 
like a Leaven, and eats like a Gangrene; thoſe 
that have contended againſt it, and have kept 
the Faith, have therein conſulted the Good of 
Poſterity, and of Ages and Generations yet to 
come. Whoknows not how much reaſon we 
of this Age and Nation have to bleſs God for 
the Courage and Fidelity of the Martyrs in 
the Marian Days, that would die for the Faith 
rather than depart from it, and would keep 
the Faith, though they 40ſt their Lives; had 
they then baſety betrayed their Truſt, and 
given up the Purity of Faith and Religion, 
we can conclude no other, than that it had 
been loſt in England, => we their a 
lg | 5 Ws 
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| bad been nurſed up in the filthy Errors and 
Abominations of Popery. 1 ban 0:52:41 
» TesHML add no more concerning this firſt 
General, the pleaſant Retroſpect that the 
Apoſtle had when he ſtood upon the Con- 
fines of Eternity; he could look back upon his 
paſt Life and Labours with Comfort and with 
that Rejoicing that reſults from the Teftimon) 
of a good Conſcience; I have fought a good Fight, 
J have finiſhed 'my Courſe, I have kept the Faith, 
An oow come ia the: i oo 
II. Pract to conſider the pleaſant Proſpets 
that he had before him; Henceforth there it laid 
up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the Righteous Judge ſhall give unto me; and 
not to me only, but to all thoſe alſo that love his 
ane 10H CE 9 Go nt 354 0 
' HErxrE the Apoſtle was able, by Faith, to 
look on Things unſeen and eternal; the Hea- 
vens were opened to his believing Soul, and 
he ſaw that which lay within the Vail; and let 
vs take his own Account of it, for if in ſuch 
Things as theſe we give the looſe to our own 
Fancies,we {hall but diſcover our own Folly, and 
darken Counſel by Words without Knowledge. 
1. THE Apoſtle had the Proſpect of a Crows, 
an heavenly Crown; a Crown is a glorious 
Thing, ſo it is accounted, though it be but 
an earthly Crown; Mͤen will wade through 
Fields and Seas of Blood to obtain a Crown, 
and yet they ſtrive but for a corruptible one; 
a Crown is the Enſign of Authority and Ho- 
nour, of Plenty and Pleaſure, When the Ser- 
f. 5 Yants 
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vants of Chriſt have done their Work well, 
they ſhall be treated no longer like Servants, 
but like Princes: Matt. xxvi 21. Well done, 
good and faithful Servant, thou haſt been Jaith- 
ful over 4 few Thins}, 1 will male thee ' Ruler 


oder many Things; enter thou” into the" Foy of || 


thy Lord. See the glorious Change made in 
the State of theſe faithful Ones, from Servants 
to Rulers : A Crown ſuppoſes à Kingdom, or 
_ elſe it is but a Piece of Pageantry; the Crown 
that is laid up for faithful Miniſters and Chri- 
ſtians, has a Kingdom belonging to it; Lake 


xxii. 28; 29. Te are they which have continued with | 


me in my Temptations," and I appoint you a Kjng- 
dom, „„ hath pointed ant me. This 
Crown and this Kingdom which Chriſt has 
appointed for thoſe that have continued with 
him in his Temptations, are not like the Crowns 
and Kingdoms of this World, troubleſome, 
thorny, tottering, fading Things, but eaſy | 
_ ſteady, ſafe, and ſuch as cannot be ſha- 
n nn ee e 
2. This great Honour he ſaw was ſuffi- 
ciently ſecured to him; it is laid ap. Where ? 
Why in Heaven, where no Thieves can break 
through and ſteal; it is hid with Chrift in 
God, not only ſo hid as that it cannot be ſeen, 
but fo hid as that it cannot be 1ſt, it is yet in 
Reverſion, but the Settlement is ſo ſtrong that 
it can never be broken. It is laid up in the 
Hands of Chriſt, he purchaſed it for his Ser-“ 


vants, and he keeps it for them till they are 


n prepared to receive it. The Inberi- ||| 


tance | 


Fa A ä —— is 
tance: is nbſirvrd in Haven for them, 1 Pet. i- 


4, J. Aud glay are kept by t be mighty Pater of Go 


Ken Faith. anto mann * ach de le deal 
r. the lat Time. 
3. HR beheld this Craum 28 very near, 
Wen ene u ap fox me; from the very 
| Marne that I thall Navin finiſhed my Courſe, 
the Crown is ready, it was laid up be- 
fore, the Kingdom was prepered from the Foun- 
dation of the World ; it does not begin to be 
laid up when the Seruant of God has finiſh- 
ed his Courſe, but then it will be brought forth 
and put upon the Head of the happy Soul; 
he is no ſooner unclaathed of the N Houſe 
of the Body; but he « claat hed upon with the 

- Houſe which is from Heaven, with an heaven - 

Iy Glory; no ſooner has the Soul reached the 

Mart, but he wins aud wears the Prize, that 

very Day he is with Chriſt in Paradiſe; be- 
- tween Death and Heaven there's no Interval, A 

either of ſpiritual Refinings, or of deep and 
dead Slumbers, but an immediate Paſſage in- 
to Glory; no ſooner en. frow the Body, but 
preſent with the Lord. 

4. Tus Crown is C of Righteoaſaeſs ; : 
not that it is deſervedly due to the imperfect 
Services of the Saints, but it is a Crown that 
Chriſt, who is the Lord their Righteouſneſs, 
has purchaſed tor them; and therefore God 
can now beſtow it upon them,- without doing 
any Wrong to Himſelf, to the Honour of His 
Law and Government; this is the great Ex- 
cellency of this Crown: The Servants of rr 

could 
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could — — With any Phi, 
ſure or 'SatiSfaQiong af they chuld met rat 
it without Di r/ of Diſfazis>Rion-tobbe 
Juſtice of God. och Divine Juſtice bel61d 
them wearing this Crown wich w diſſatis seil 
Eye; it would pr 'thewBuirthen, 
and not their Honour; but ichehsHjoĩce da 
it as a Crown of Righteouſneſs; andtherRight | 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is the brigimeſt Je webs 
that Crown ;\andawowith 1 that 
the Righteouſneſs of God wilb unt of; their 
— on 
glorified there is 3 4 
ring this Hondine Upbeat mz u als irg. Hedge 
clares his Righteouſneſs in- pardoning and 1a- | 
ving chem; for the great Prophtiarida has thus | 
provided that God min le 5juft, a the: Faſtifier 
of thoſe E hw; Reoltiz Bid 46; brit | 
5- TukRE is à Certain gr iu ! Day Some 

in which the Lord Jeſus will give this/Crowh | 
to his faithful Setrvants in he moſt publick 


Manner, in the fight of Al che“ World; and 


pearamce, a B 0 
loved and longed for by the Saints : chen t — 
Crown which before they enjoyed bur in tile 
Meaſare of a Part, ſhall nou be given to thetr + 
whole Perſons ; and that which before was done 
by a more particular Act, fhall be done with | 
all the Solemnities of publick Jaugment; that 
Day, the Apoſtle calls it haf great Dc, ſo 
much thought of, ſo often ſpoke of by the Apo· 
ſtles and the Primitive Saints; that Day will be 
their 3 Chriſt himſelf will te | 
˖ 4 


this is the Day of Chriſt's Ap 


{) 


go A Fuxex4ittzknon for 
the Crown of Rightcouſmeſs upon their Heads 
inthe ſight of all, both Friends add Enemies, and 
wl let all ſeez:that they have through Him, 
&[Right-untd it; andi this will [greatly add to 
the Glory of i, „ eig Ae erioft13 
that it ſhall not be given to ſome; particular 
 Perſtins:only;; hut to all thoſe that love Chriſt 
and- His Appearan ee. 
a INIthisoM²erld the Honour of one Man is 
thought to. put an Eclipſe upon another; and 
chat is ſcarce-actounted any: Honour at all, 
chat has algreat many to Share in it. Such 
Emulation; Selfiſhneſs and Narrowneſs of Spi- 
Fit pre vails at preſent in the Nature of Man. 
Burr then i che Souls of God's People ſhall 
be reſſned and ,tnlarged, made like unto the 
Mind of Chriſt; the ReQitude of the Soul of 
Man is then recovered and made perfect, and | 
ſome think that is the meaning of the Crown of 
Righteouſneſs; that as Original Righteouſneſs 
was the Crown and Dignity of the Nature of 
Man in Paradiſe, ſo this reſtored Righteouj- 
neſs, when it is made perfect, will be the 
- everlaſting Crown and Glory of the Saints in 
Heaven; Envy and Selfiſhneſs have then no 
more Place in them for ever. 4 xe. 
Tux they ſhall ſee there is enough for 
them all in God and in Heaven, Fulneſs of 
Joy, many Manſions, none will be ſtraitned 
for thoſe that come in among them. Dy 
Nx, their Love to Chriſt will then be ſo 
| pure and perfect, that the Honour and Hap- 
820 . pineſs 


ku beſtowed upon edery Member and Ser- 
. vant of His, will 'be accounted an Ad ditiori 


to their own ; as it will be the Honour of 


_ Chriſt, the Head of the Church, to. have His 


Body compleat and perfect, ſo it will be the 


Honour of every Member to belong to that 
perfected Body. 4 Sn OE 


* 


Ax it will be a particular SatisfaQtioh to 
faithful Minifters, to ſee the heavenly Crown 
not only beſtowed upon themſelves, but up» 


on the People, and eſpecially upon thoſe to 


hom they miniſtred in the Name of Chriſt ; 
the Salvation of theſe will be their Miniſter's 
Crown and Joy, in the Day of the Lord Je- 
ſus; For whas is our Hope, or Joy, or Cromn of 


Rejoycing? Are not even je in the Preſence of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming? For ye art 
our Glory and our Joy. 1 Thel. ii. 19, 204 


Bur the Joy of faithful Miniſters will not I 


be confined to thoſe; whoſe Souls they were 


in a more ſpecial manner charged with bn 
Earth; but then all leſſer Diſtinctions will 


ceaſe, all particular Aſſemblies will ebaleſce 
into the one general Aſſembly and Church 
of the Firſt- born, and their commion Relation 
to Chriſt the Head, will in a manner ſwallow 
up all other Conſiderations. Such will be the 
Temper of the Spirits of juſt Men, when they 
are made perfect. "IR 


Tars is the beſt Account I am able to give 


of the glorious Views the Apoſtle had when 
he ſtood upon the Confines of both Worlds; 
it is taken all from his own Words, and 1 

G& hops 
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hope I have not miſtaken- the Meaning of 6 


them; tho I am far from thinking I have 
taken in all, that he had in his Mind when 
he broke out into this holy Triumph, I have 
' fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I 
have kept the Faith; Henceforth there is laid ap 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the Righteous Fudge Tall give me at that Day; 
and not to me only, but anto all them alſo that 
love his Appearance. - * 
Tur which remains, is to bring theſe 
Things home to ourſelves by a particular Ap- 
plication. And, VV 

1. Ir the faithful Servants of Chriſt may 
have ſuch pleaſant Views as theſe, when they 
are leaving Time, and launching out into E- 
ternity, what diſmal Views and Apprehen- 
ſions mult thoſe have at ſuch a Time, whoſe 
Conſciences tell them toy have been alto- 
- gether falſe and unfaithful ? Judge of this by 
the Rule of Contraries, their Condition muſt 
be quite the Reverſe to the former. 

Is they look back upon Time paſt and 

gone, Conſcience muſt tell them they have 
not fought the good Fight, nor finiſhed the Courfe 
of their Duty, nor kept the Faith and Truſt 
committed to them; they have done nothing 
of all this. Let us lay our Ear to the ſad Com- 
plaints of theſe unfaithful Ones in their dying 
Moments, and we may expect to hear this 
doleful Language from them, 50 
I have not tought the good Eight, I have 
been fighting againſt God, againſt gs” 

a 
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null my Days, I have been quarrelling with 


my Fellow Servants, and ſmiting them with 
Reproaches and Abuſes ; but I have never 
heartily fought againſt Sin in myſelf, or in 0- 
thers; I have yielded to the Power of Corrup- _ 
tion and Temptation; I have yielded myſelf | 
to datan, and he has led me Captive at his Will. 
\ _T nave finiſhed the Courſe of wy Life, but 
not the Courſe of n Duty; T am as far from 
God, as when I firſt ſet out in the World; 
I have not confined myſelf within the Bounds 
of the Word of God; my Life has been no- 
thing but ſinful Wandrings from God; I have 
been ſo far from encouraging others to run the 
Ways of God's Commandments, that I have 
diſcouraged them and thrown Stumbling-blocks 
in their Way; I have been ſo far from leading 
Souls to Chriſt, that I have by my Example 
led them into Sin; and now my Glaſs is run, 
my Time is gone, and I have not taken one 


true Step towards God and Heaven. 


I canxnor fay that I have kept the Faith; 


I have never from the Heart believed the Goſ- 1 


pel; I have faid I believed it, and ſometimes 


thought I believed it, but now I too late per- 


ceive my Faith has been but a dead, cold, and 
wavering Opinion ; I have not received the 
Truth in the Love of it; I have held the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; I have not held the | 
Myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience. Jn | 
Points of Doctrine and Divine Worſhip, | 
I have had a greater Regard to Cuſtom |} 
than Conſcience, and to Jag Will of Men than 
= | 2 10 i 
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to the Word of God; I have not been faith; 
ful to Chriſt, nor to the Souls of Men; I 
undertook the Charge raſhly and inconſide- 
tately, and have nor kept that which was com- 
mitted to my Trutt, 2 
Tuis is a diſmal Peal for Conſcience to ring 
in the Ear of a poor dying Creature; and yet 
this is the Truth of their Caſe, who have li- 
ved all their Days wicked and ſlothful Ser- 
vants in the Family of Chriſt. 0 
Ap if the Retroſpe& be fo terrible, the 
Proſpect of what lies before them is not leſs 
ſo, but much more; no Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs remains for them, nothing but Indigna» 
tion and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, the 
awelul Frowns of their injur'd Lord, much 
| more dreadful than Death itfelf, Thou wicked 
| and ſlothful Servant, depart from me accurſed 
into everlaſting Fire. 1 {hall add no more, my 
| Spirit fails in meditating ſuch Terror, 
| I pexy not but white the Soul of a Sinner 
upon the Contfines of Eternity, has ſuch dread- 
ful Vigws as theſe on each Hand, God may in 
ſovereign Mercy give Repentance, Death-bed 
Repentance, which may be true, tho? very 
late, and the bleſſed mere ful Jeſus may pluck 
ſome ſuch as Brands qut of the Fire; but 
| think ſuch Inſtances are very rare, and it 
is worthy of the Wiſdom and Holineſs of 
God that they ſhould be but rare; and when- 
ever there is any ſuch, there is ſomething more 
wonderful than that of the Thief on the Croſs : 
and if erer ſuch are ſayed at laſt, they are 


broughy 
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brought to Heaven by the very Gates of ae, 
| * 10 ſaved as by Fire. | 
2. LET us all early engage in the Chri- | 
lian Courſe and Warfare, Miniſters and Hear- 
ers, that though we cannot yet ſay, the Bat- 
tle i fought and the Courſe is finiſhed, we may 
be able to ſay, our Warfare is begun, and we 
are in earneſt ſer out for Heaven; if we can 

but truly ſay thus much, it will afford us Com- 
fort. Others have fought | it out and finiſhed 

well, it is happy for them; and if we are in- 
deed fighting againſt Sin and Satan, and all 
our ſpiritual Enemies, we have reaſon to hope 
it will be well with us; it's good to be in 
the Way, tho? we are not yet come to the 
End. This ſame bleſſed Apoſtle that now 
could ſay, I have fought the good Fight, I have || 
finiſhed my Coarſe, could not always ſay fo, no, 
not after his Converſion; at another Time 
vou hear him ſpeakin 4 in another Strain, Ne 
as though I had already attained, either mere al». | 
ready oP, bat I follow after : I colnt wat myſelf | 
to have apprehended ; but this one Thing I do, for- 4 
getting the Things that are behind, and 7 | 
forth unto thoſe Things that are befe ore, 1 
forward towards the Mark, fc for the . 4 
High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 

3. WHiLE you are preſſing forward in your 
Chriſtian Courſe and Warfare, fear not to fix 
your Eye upon the glorious Mark' and Prize, 
this you may do without betraying a ſel6ſh 
or a mercenary Spirit; Moſes had reſpect to the 

Recompence of Reward, and our Lord Je- 


f S 6 
us, 
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- ſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
for the Joy that was ſet before him, endured the 
Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame, You can follow 
no better Example; yon will have need of 
all the Encouragements that the Word of 
God affords. you. The Battle will be hot be- 
fore it be over, we know not how hot it may 
prove in our Day; the Helmet that muſt cover 
Your Head, is the Hope of Salvation, Chrift 
himſelf from Heaven calls upon his Servants 
that are in the midſt of the Battle, Hold faſt 

that which thou haſt, that no Man take thy Crown; 
be thou faithful to Death, and I will give thee the 


Crown of Life, Rev. il. 10. He holds the Crown 


in bis Hand, and preſents it to the View of 
Faith, that this lively Hope may inſpire your 
Souls with Courage and Reſolution ; deſpiſe 
not theſe Helps that he has given you. Why 
were the Heavens opened to the bleſſed Mar- 
tyr Stephen? Why had he a fight of the Glory 
of God, and of Jefus Chriſt ſtanding on the 
Right Hand of God? Surely it was that he 
might encounter Sufferings and Death with 
greater Comfort and Courage; it would be 

Faul Pride in you to think that you can 
be more diſintereſted in your Obedience than 
he was. Tho? the Recompence of Reward 
be not of Debt, but of Grace, it does not de- 
ſerve to be leſs regarded by you, nor will it 
afford you leſs Encouragement, but more and 

reater: Fear not then, fail not, to keep your 
Bye and Expectation upon this Crown of 
Righteouſneſs; For this Cauſe you will not ws j 

| | ub 
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but though the outward Man periſh, your inward © 
Man will be renewed Day by Day; for your light 
 Aﬀiiftion, that is but for a Moment, ſhall work 
for you a far more exceeding and eternal Weight | 
of Glory, while you look not at the Things that are 
een, but at the Things that are not ſeen; for the 
Things that are ſeen are Temporal, but the Things 
that * not ſeen are Eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 16, 
5 LEr us learn hereby to regulate our Sor- 
rows for the Death of thoſe excellent Ones, 
that in the Valley of the Shadow of Death 
enjoy'd theſe comfortable Views and Pro- 
IuEIR eminent Faithfulneſs in their Spiri- 
tual Courſe and Warfare, approved by the 
great God, and atteſted by his Spirit in their 
dying Hours, ſhould raiſe our Eſteem of them, 
and ſhould make us very ſenſible how much 
we are Loſers by their Departure from us; a 
faithful Chriſtian, a faithful Miniſter, is a great, 
a publick Bleſſing, the Death of ſuch is a pub» 
lick Loſs; their Death is precious in the ſight 
of God, and their Memory muſt be precious to 
us; this Age does not ſuper-abound in Perſons 
of ſuch a Spirit, that we ſhould part with |} 
them without an affectionate Sorrow and Senſe 
of our Loſs. 5 i 
Bur then the comfortable Views which 
their Souls had, when upon the Confines of 
both Worlds, forbid our Sorrowing, as they 
that have no Hope; they were pleaſed at the 
coming of their Lord, why ſhould we be djf- } 


. pleaſed? } 


| Pleaſed ? I know the Death of ſuch Perſons 
has not the ſame Aſpect to this World, as it 
bas to themſelves; to them it has a bright 


* fide, but it turns the dark ſide to ns that are 


left behind, They enter into Reſt, they are 
taken away from the Evil to come; to them 
Death # Reſt, to us a Token of approaching Exil; 
but yet we muſt not charge God fooliſhly, hut 
rather double our Diligence, that we alfo may 
r 
Lov of this Congregation have reaſon to 
rejoice that God continued your faithful Mi- 
niſter ſo long with you, and made him ſo 
Acceptable and fo Uſeful to you; and you have 
reaſon to be thankful, that when God took 
him away from you, he did not hide his Face 
from him, and ſuffer his Sun to ſet under a 
Cloud. . „„ 
Tov all know Mr. Shower was naturally of 
a very tender and timerous Spirit; it was the 
Grace of God working in him mightily, that 
made him rejoice in the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, and gave him a Boldneſs and Chear: 
tulneſs, fo much beyond his natural Diſpoſi- 
tion. 
Ir was very affecting and very encouraging 
to hear him, under the Apprehenſions of Death, 
admiring the Goodneſs of God; of this I am a 
Witneſs, when I enquired of him, how it was 
with him ? He anſwered with a Smile, 1 am 
bad, ver) bad, but God is good, my God is wery 
ood, he is very good to me; and others can tell; 
how after he had a little recovered: himſelf 
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pleaſed ? I know the Death of ſuch Perſons 
| has not the ſame Aſpe& to this World, as it 
has to themſelves; to them it has a bright 
' fide, but it turns the dark ſide to us that are 
| left behind. They enter into Reſt, they are 
taken away from the Evil to come; to them 
Death # Reſt, to us a Token of approaching Evil; 
but yet we muſt not charge God fooliſhly, but 
| rather double our Diligence, that we alfo may 
** 
| Yov of this Congregation have reaſon to 
rejo:ce that God continued your faithful Mi- 
| Niſter ſo long with you, and made him fo 
Acceptable and ſo Uſeful to you; and you have 
| reaſon to be thankful, that when God took 
him away from you, he did not hide his Face 
from him, and ſuffer his Sun to ſet under a 
You all know Mr. Shower was naturally of 
a very tender and timerous Spirit; it was the 
Grace of God working in him mightily, that 
made him rejoice in the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, and gave him a Boldneſs and Chear- 
fulneſs, fo much beyond his natural Diſpoſt- 
tion. | | 
Ir was very affecting and very encouraging 
to hear him, under the Apprehenſions of Death, 
admirmg the Goodneſs of God ; of this I am a 
Witneſs, when I enquired of him, how it was 
with him? He anſwered with a Smile, 1 am 
bad, ver) bad, but God is good, my God is ver) 
good, he is very good to me + and others can tell; 
how after he had a little recovered: himſelf 
Out 
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